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| 


Dear wr, Barry? | 


This 19 in reply to your lsttor of May 14, 1958 in 
which you requosted an opinion by thio offico as to the settlexent of 
tho sbove nanzd CAA applicant. As a result of a telephone conference 
with Assistant Comnissioner Thompson you provided additional factual 
tnfornntion relative to the residence record of the 2pplicunt in a meno= 
randuz to this office dated May 21, 1958. | : 


In your lottcr of May 21, 1958 you advise that the op- 
plicant has resided in the Tewn of Northwood continuously since April 
25, 1350, and is presently residing in Korthwood. You further advise 
that Mrs, Back was hospitalized in the York Harbor lospital, Yor«, Maine 
4n June 1955, and that the bill in the amount of “129,00 was subnitted 
to the Northwood eelectmen in Aucust 1955. I gathor from your lotter 
of Msy 14th that this hospital bill was actually paid by the Town of 
Northwood. ; 


Cn the basis of the information contained in your let- 
ters, 4t eppeare that Mrs. Back gained a settloment 4n Northwood on 
April 26, 1955 by virtue of five years continuous domicile there. See 


“rs, Back entoared the York Marbor Hospital in June 1955, 
efter having sequired a settlencnt in Northwood. The payment of the 
hospital bill by the Town of Northwood did not oporate to deprive irs. 
Back of her settlement in that town. Your attention 1s directed to 
PSA 164:8 waich provides that “Any sottlement obtained under the provi~ 
pions heroof shall be lost by any person who has boon assisted a8 & 
paupar for Live consecutive yoars." (emphasis added) In Opinion of the 
Justices, 89 N.K. 563, our Court in construing this section had this to 
Bayt "The act provides that a sottlonont shall be lost by relicf fur- 
nished only wken the relief has been given during five consecutive years, 
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ond to hold that reldef furniehed 4n any one of them produces a loss of 
Ssatilezent would not pay even scant. respoct to the lesislative will." 


In brief, Mre. Back having ee a settlement in 
Northwood on April 26, 1955, sho would not lose that sottlement because 
of an isolated 4natonee of reliaf boing furnished by the Town of North- 
wood in June 1955. In order for Ers. Back to lose hor settlement in 
Northwood she would have to be assisted as a pauper for five consecutive 
years. | 
| 


Fery truly yours, 
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Georce T. Ray, Jr. 
GTRur/m | aca ftterney General 
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